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Health  Department, 
Albert  Street, 
BRIDGWATER. 

June,  1958. 


To:- 

The  Mailer,  .Mderrnen  and  Councillors  of  the  BorouT;h  of  Bridgwater. 
Mr.  j":ayor.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Borough,  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  year  1957.  The  report  is  set  out  in  the 
manner  of  previous  years,  so  that  comparison  \7ith  former  reports 
can  easily  be  made. 

As  far  as  can  be  judged  from  a st’idy  of  the  vital 
statistics,  the  general  ho-alth  of  the  tov/n  v/as  satisfactory  during 
the  year.  The  figures  sho\7  little  variation  from  those  of  the 
previous  year,  but  the  standardised  birth  rate  has  been  lower  ehan 
that  for  the  country  as  a whole.  In  common  with  most  other  parts 
of  the  country  an  epidemic  of  influenza  affected  the  Borough 
during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  Tests  carried  out  on  a 
number  of  patients  confirmed  that  the  illness  was  due  to  the  Asian 
strain  of  influenza  virus.  The  illru^ss  was  of  comparatively  short 
duration  and  complications  were  not  common,  \7ith  the  result  that 
although  a high  proportion  of  the  population  v/as  affected,  the 
number  v/ho  were  ill  at  any  one  time  was  no':,  so  great  as  to 
seriously  dislocate  industry  or  essential  services.  All  schools 
in  the  Borough  v;ere  kept  open  throughout  the  epidemic. 

Inadecguacy  of  existing  water  storage  facilities  combined 
with  low  rainfall  again  necessitated  curtailment  of  v/ater  supply 
for  domestic  and  fo.ctory  purposes  for  the  second  year  in 
succession.  The  Council  pressed  on  with  their  scheme  for  the 
construction  of  3.11  impounding  reservoir  at  .Hawkridge.  The  first 
trial  borin^^  liaving  proved  unso.tisfactory , it  was  v/ith  great 
pleasure  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  received  re_'Ort 
of  tho  Consulting  Ingineers,  indicating  that  the  second  boring 
proved  successful,  and  that  detailed  planning  for  the  project 
could  proceed.  Tho  provision  of  this  reservoir  will  adequntcly 
meet  thw  needs  of  the  Borough,  but  unless  there  is  a marked 
change  in  rainfall  during  Suiiimer  months,  it  is  inevitable  that 
great  care  in  use  of  water  and  possibly  restriction  in  its  use 
will  be  necessary  dr.ring  the  next  few  years. 


I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  grateful  appreciation  to  the  Members  of  the  Counoil  for  the 
help  and  consideration  ..'hich  I have  received  and  for  the  friendly 
co-operation  extended  to  me  by  my  fellow  officers. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.K.  WATSON. 
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SUMlAii'J^Y  OP  STATISTICS 


GEIjEJA'X  STAT I ST  I C S 

Krea  (acres)  2,083 
Population  (census  1951)  22,221 
Population  (Aegistrar  Generates  estimate)  1957  24? 430 
No.  of  inhaoited  houses  on  31st  Decemher,  1957  7j232- 
Rateable  value  on  31st  December,  1957  ^ 290,912 
Sum  represented  by  Id  rate  on  31st  December,  1957  £ lj265 


Extracts  from  VI 'I AL  S I'ilT I S T I C S for  the  year  195/ 
Live  Births. 


Peg.jal^ 

Total 

Legitimate 

192 

181 

373 

Illegitimate 

9 

11 

20 

201 

192 

393 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  16.05 


Still  Births.  14 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  34*40 


Deaths. 

Total  number  of  deaths  278 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  11,40 


Infantile  Mortality  (Deaths  of  inf ants • under  one  year  of  age) 

Legitimate  11 

Illegitimate  1 

12 


Rate 

of 

all 

Rate 

of 

all 

Rate 

of 

all 

infants  per  1,000  births 

legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births 

illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births 


30.53 

29.22 

50.00 
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Births. 


iifter  allowing  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  the 
Registrar  General’s  figures  show  that  there  v/ere  393  hirths 
(201  hoys  end  192  girls)  in  the  Borough  during  1957?  being  2 
hirths  less  than  in  1956-  Of  these  hirths  20  were  illegitimate. 
This  is  5.1%  of  the  total  live  hirths,  as  compared  with  7.3% 
in  1953. 

The  Registrar  General  provides  a comparability  factor 
for  the  pui’posc  of  rendering  the  birth  rate  of  the  Borough 
comparable  with  that  of  a district  the  population  of  which  is 
of  standard  age  and  sex  distribution,  -accordingly  when  the 
birth  rate  is  multiplied  by  this  factor,  the  product  represents 
the  birth  rate  for  comparison  with  other  districts.  The 
birth  rate  for  Bridgv/ater  for  1957  adjusted  in  this  manner  is 
lov/ered  from  I6.05  to  15.25  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  I6.I.  Bridgwater,  being 
a prosperous  town  with  diversity  of  industry  attracting  labour, 
v/ill  obviously  have  a higher  proportion  of  families  of  child 
bearing  age  and  consequently  more  favourable  crude  vital 
statistics  than  a town  v;ith  a large  proportion  of  elderly  retired 
people. 


Birth  rates  for  Bridgwater  and  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  past  fiVvj  years  were  as  follov/s:- 


1953 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

18.22 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

17.86 

England  and  Welles 

15.5 

195U 

1 1955 

1956 

1957 

IS. 08 

1 16.15 

i 

16.36 

16.05 

15,60 

j 15.67 

15.79 

15.25 

15.2 

1 15.0 

! 

15.6 

i 

16.1 

Still  Births. 

lU  still  births  v;ere  registered  during  the  year. 

Of  these  12  were  legitimate  and  2 v/ere  illegitimate.  This 
numbor  v/hich  gives  a raafco  of  3^1.40  per  1,000  total  births,  or 
0,57  per  1,000  of  the  population  v/as  lower  than  that  for  1953 
(0.33).  The  provisional  National  Rate  for  1957  was  22, U per 
1,000  total  births. 


Deaths. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  during 
1957  ‘was  317.  Of  these  75  v/ere  deaths  of  non-residents  and 
were  transferred  to  the  districts  in  which  the  persons  ordinarily 
resided.  There  were,  on  the  other  hc..nd,  36  deaths  of  Bridgwater 
residents  registered  outside  the  Borough,  The  total  corrected 
number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  278  (125  males  and 
153  females).  This  v/as  one  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  and 
gave  a crude  death  rate  of  11,I|.0. 
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This  crude  death  rate  camot  he  used  to  corapare  the 
mortality  with  that  of  oth^r  districts,  as  the  populations  of 
all  areas  are  not  similarly  constituted  as  regards  age  and 
sex  distribution.  The  Registrar  General  supplies  an  "ii.rea 
Comparability  Factor''  and  the  crude  death  rate  multiplied  by 
this  figure  can  then  be  compared  with  the  death  rate  of  the 
country  as  a whole,  or  with  the  mortality  of  any  other  local 
area.  The  corrected  death  rate  so  obtained  was  10.37  per  1,000 
of  the  population  and  this  was  compared  v/ith  11.5  for  England 
and  dales. 

Death  rates  for  Bridg-water  Borough  and  England  and 
•Vales  for  the  past  six  years  were  as  follov/s;- 


; \ 

ii952 

i i 

i 

j 1953 
i 

1954 

1 1955 

i . . . 

1956  1 
. . : 

1957 

j 

Crude  Death  Rate  |l3.20 

; 

i 11.94 

10,72 

11.92 

! 

11.56  1 

l 

11.40 

Corrected  Death  Rate  12. 67 

1 

j 11.46 

10.29 

1 11.44 

10.75  i 

j 

10.37 

England  and  ’.Vales  111. 3 

j 

1 11.4 

' -J 

11.3 

1 . 11.. 

, 

11.7  i 
< 

) 

11.5 
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Cause  of  Death 

; 

l\/r  ' 

L. 

1 

P. 

i 

rot  al  ' 

! 

1 ^*11  Causes 

125 

153 

270  ! 

i 

1. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  systera 

1 

1 

“■'71 

2. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

\ 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 1 
" 1 

h. 

Diphtheria 

1 

- 

i 

5. 

'.'/hooping  cough 

_ i 

- ! 

1 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

- 

1 

\ 

7. 

...cute  poliomyelitis 

- 

t 

- i 

j 

8. 

Measles 

i 

i 

1 

- 

1 

1 

O 

^ • 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

- 

I 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

6 

2 

G ! 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  lungy  bronchus 

10  ' 

1 

11 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

“ 

10 

10 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

- 

1 

1 i 

1^4. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

14 

27 

15. 

Leukaemi a y a leuh aemi a 

1 

2 

3 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

r> 

iC. 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

17 

26 

43  ! 

18. 

Coronary  disease  and  angina 

21 

22 

43  I 

1 

19. 

Hypertension  v/ith  heart  disease 

2 

6 

^ 1 

G.  i 

j 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases 

17 

31 

4-  t 

I 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

8 

11  1 

22. 

Influenza 

- 

4 

4 ! 

23. 

Pneumonia 

6 

3 

5 

24. 

Bronchitis 

Q 

1 

10 

25. 

Other  disecises  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

27. 

Gastritis y enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

1 

1 

2?. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

i 

- i 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

O 1 

i 

32. 

Other  defined  end  ill-defined  diseases 

10 

15 

25  i 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

1 i 

i 

34. 

All  Other  accidents 

1 

I 

1 

2 i 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

- 

! i ! 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  v/ar 

I 

1 

j 

i 

1 “ * 

1 i 

1 i 

^ — 
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i^s  will  be  seen 

from  the 

foregoing  table, 

the 

principal  causes  of  death 

were  as 

f ollov/s:  - 

heart  disease 

99 

Cancer 

57 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

43 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis 

19 

Other  diseases 

of  circulatory  system 

11 

Deaths . 

Age  Groups  1997. 

Age 

hales 

Females 

Tota] 

Under  1 

year 

5 

r 

0 

11 

1-2 

years 

1 

1 

2 

3-4 

11 

- 

- 

- 

5-9 

n 

- 

1 

1 

10  - 14 

II 

— 

1 

1 

15  - 19 

t) 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 24 

II 

1 

- 

1 

25  - 3U 

11 

2 

1 

3 

35  - 44 

11 

1 

2 

3 

45  - 54 

ti 

19 

14 

33 

55  - 59 

II 

14 

10 

24 

So  - 64 

;i 

14 

8 

22 

65  - 69 

II 

11 

12 

23 

70  - 74 

w 

19 

15 

34 

75  - 79 

II 

15 

24 

39 

80  - 84 

ti 

9 

23 

32 

85  and  over 

14 

35 

49 

Cancer  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  Bridgwater  residents 
v/as  37  (males  29?  females  28)  j as  compared  with  1+3  in  1956.  They 
constitute  20.5  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  localisation  of  the 
disease  in  the  57  cases 


i 

j Localisation 

Number  of  deaths 

I 

Scoraach 

LU21gS 

Breast 

Uturus 

Other  and  unspecified  organs 

! 

Male 

Female 

* id  1 

Total  |j  1956 

■*  j 

6 

10 

13 

2 

1 

10 

1 

14 

8 ! 
11  i 

10  i 

1 i 

27  , 

1 

W H 

IW  M pg  PD  H 

1 i i 

j Total  29 

28 

57  j 

43 

6 


Research  ir/to  all  aspects  of  lung  cancer  are 
proceeding,  hut  there  is  sufficient  evidence  available  to 
justify  a vmrning  to  che  public  that  excessive  smoking, 
particularly  of  cigarettes,  increases  the  risk  of  developing 
this  typv.  of  cancer.  It  is  not  likely  that  any  propaganda 
would  have  a significant  effect  on  adult  smokers,  and  the  most 
hopeful  line  of  approach  to  the  problem  is  to  ensure  that  full 
information  on  the  matter  is  made  available  to  adolescents 
through  the  Education  system.  It  will  however  be  interesting 
to  see  just  v/hat  effect  these  efforts  will  produce  in  preventing 
an  illness  which  io  likely  to  develop  in  middle;  age. 

Smoking  is  largely  a personal  habit  and  its  hazards 
and  satisfactions  are  individual.  Smoking  by  one  individual, 
though  possibly  disagreeable  to  others,  has  not  been  shown  to 
carry  risk  for  others  \;ho  are  non-sm.okers.  There  is  not  therefore 
much  justification,  on  epidemiological  grounds,  for  controlling 
smokers  in  the  interest  of  th_  coinmunity. 

It  is  important  that  adults  should  shov/  an  example  to 
the  young,  in  regulc.tixi_  smoking  and  in  confining  it  to  reasonable 
amounts.  It  is  also  important  to  recall  that  investigation  and 
treatment  of  lung  cancer  is  very  expensive  and  ineffective,  and. 
results  in  a substantial  charge  on  the  rest  of  the  community. 

In  dealing  with  any  aspect  of  cancer,  care  must  be 
exercised  not  to  aim  positively  at  increasing  alarm,  as  cancer 
already  produces  a degree  of  anxiety  among  many  people,  v/hich  is  i 
itself  unhealthy  and.  distressing.  On  the  other  hand  although  the 
recounting  of  facts  such  as  those  concerning  smoking  and  cancer  is 
bound  to  alariTi  some  people,  the  withholding  of  tho  information 
would  be  harmful  and  ethically  unjustifiable.  .rit  the  present  time 
doubts  are  being  raised  concerning  the  relationship  between 
smoking  and  development  of  lung  cancer,  and  it  is  importcait  to 
counter  these  doubts  with  the  factual  findings  of  investigation 
carried  out  in  this  country  and  elsewhere. 

It  is  interesting  that  this  year  as  in  the  previous 
tv/o  years,  most  deaths  from  lung  cancer  occurred  in  males.  The 
ages  at  which  death  occurred  in  three  years  combined  is  detailed 


in  the 

following 

table: 

1 Year 

- 1 

1 

dndcr  19  i 

1 

15/  . ^ 
'24 

25/ 

'34 

35/ 

'44 

^49/ 

; ^94 

■'99/ 

/64 

I 

1 Over 
! 

04 

an  j 
..  i 

Total  i 

1955 

j 

_ 

■.  2 

2 

f- 

1 ^ 

7 

i 

7 

195S 

_ 

- 

! 1 

2 

1 2 

i 

9 

1997 

_ 

1 2 

9 

1 4 

! 

i 

11 

Infantile  Mortality . 

12  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year. 
This  gave  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  30.53j  v;hile  the 
corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Tales  was  23.0, 

There  v/ere  9 deaths  of  infa-..ts  during  th<j  first  four 
weeks  of  life  as  compared  with  3 during  the  previous  year. 


- 7 - 


The  following  tahlc  shov/G  the  causes  of  the  infant 
deaths  in  detail;-- 


Cause  of  death 

Under 

1 we  eh 

- 4 

weeks 

1-6 

months 

6-12 

months 

Total  under 

1 year 

......... 

htelcctasis 

b 

6 

Extreme  iiTimaturity 

1 

1 

Prematurity 

2 

2 

Bronchopneumonia 

1 

1 

C-actro  enteritis 

1 

1 

Misadventure 



1 

1 

Total 

— — -j— 

9 ! 

1 

! 

H 1 

1 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease . 

Of  the  273  deaths.',  heart  disease  caused  roughly  1 in 
every  3 (males  40,  females  59).  It  represented  35.6  of  the  total 
deaths  from  all  causes  and  was  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of 
4.0  per  1 5,000  of  the.  population. 


Influenza  and  Pneumonia  Mortality . 


14  in  195 

0.53. 


There  were  ly  deaths  from  these 
o.  The  mortality  rate  per  1,000 


diseases,  as  against 
of  the  population  was 


Suicide. 


There  v/a.s  one  death  from  suicide,  as  compared  v/ith  nil 
in  the  previous  year. 


inouests. 


14  inquests  \7ere  held  hy  the  Coroner  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year.  Of  these,  4 were  upon  residents  of  the  tov/n,  and 
10  on  non-res idonts . 


The  causes  of  death  recorded  at  inouests  upon  residents 
of  the  Borough  are  set  out  as  follows: - 


Cause  of  death 
Road  accidents 
Suicide 
Drowning 


hale  Female  Total 

1-1 
1-1 
112 
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Population. 


The  estimated  population  of  the  Borough  as  at  June 
1957  v/as  24? 460,  which  shows  an  increase  of  340  over  the 
previous  year.  The  natural  increase  in  the  population,  that 
is  the  excess  of  "births  over  deaths,  was  115?  and  therefore 
there  was  a net  increase  in  population  of  225  due  to  immigration. 

In  a town  such  as  Bridgwater  with  its  diversity  of 
industry  and  opportunities  for  employraent  of  varied  nature,  it 
is  interesting  to  note  population  changes  and  the  follovi/ing 
ta'ble  illustrates  the  trend  during  the  past  eleven  years: - 

Net  increase  due 


Year 

Population  increase 

Natural  increase 

to  immigration 

1947 

580 

223 

357 

19U8 

1,375 

176 

1,199 

1949 

225 

172 

53 

1950 

270 

119 

151 

1951 

-450 

112 

-562 

1952 

1,160 

92 

1,068 

1953 

200 

148 

52 

1954 

160 

127 

33 

1955 

200 

101 

99 

1956 

240 

116 

124 

1957 

340 

115 

225 

GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


La'borator.y  Facilities. 


Pathological  specimens  are  sent  to  the  La"boratory  at 
nsgrove  Pari;  Hospital,  which  forms  part  of  the  Public  Health  Lahora- 
^^ry  Service.  Results  of  investigations  are  availa'ble  with  the 
minimum  of  delay  and  there  is  good  liaison  hetv/een  the  la"boratory 
personnel  and  the  field  workers  in  the  Pu'Dlic  Health  Department, 

Examinations  carried  out  during  the  year  included: - 


Swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci  14 

i.i  i Ik  s ai'.ip  le  s 35 

Water  samples  42 

Ice  cream  samples  84 


Hospitals. 


Hospitals  in  the  area  are  administered  by  the  South 
"Vest  Regional  Hospital  Board,  through  the  Bridgwater  Area 
Management  Committee. 
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The  hospitals  are;- 

Bridgwatcr  General  Hospital  72  heds 

Mar2/  Stanley  Nursing  Home  31  heels 

lorthgate  Lodge  ^0  beds 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  needing  hospital  treatment p 
or  isolation^  are  a-cmiitted  to  Taunton  Isolation  Kospibal. 

In  previous  years  reference  iias  heer.  mado  in  this 
report  to  the  inadecpuacy  of  accommodation  for  both  acute  and  chronic 
sicl:  in  Bridgwater.  It  is  consider.jd  that  the  establishment  Oi 
a geriatric  unit  to  deal  with  the  problems  of  old  people  and  the 
provision  of  additional  accommodation  at  Bridgwater  G-enoral 
Hospital  arc  -.latt^rs  deserving  of  high  priority.  Their  importance 
ns  an  essential  p<.-rt  of  the  development  of  local  health  services 
has  beei-  stressedp  e.nd  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  botn  be 
provided  in  the  near  future, 

Altliough  this  report  covoi’s  the  twelve  months  period 
up  to  31et  December  1957?  it  is  perhaps  desirable  to  record  chat 
at  the  time  of  writing^  a ^'oint  meeting  of  representatives  of  one 
Regional  Hospital  Boards  tlie  Arer  Management  Committee  ana  the 
Borough  Council  wars  held  rv^cently.  The  Regional  Hospital  Board 
representatives  indicated  that  the  Board  accepted  the  need  for^fUi 
extension  to  the  General  Hospital^  and  that  it  was  their  intenoion 
to  proceed  with  the  matter,  but  that  Bridgwater  Hospital  must  taAe 
its  pla.ee  in  the  cucue  with  other  hospitals,  having  regard  to 
financial  restrictions  on  capital  works.  It  was  not  possible  to 
obtain  an  indication  of  the  degree  of  priority  which  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  gave  to  an  extension  of  this  hospital,  and  ii  is 
therefore  feared  that  th^.  very  unsatisfactory  conditions  which^ 
exist  at  present  are  likely  to  continue  for  some  consiaerable  ti-ic. 
The  Board  also  recognised  the  need  for  m.ore  adequate  accommodatio.n 
for  the  elderly  and  chronic  sick,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a. 
geriatric  unit  will  soon  be  established  to  serve  this  area.  Such 
a unit  \/ould  ensure  the  best  use  of  availeible  beds  and  facilitate 
the  admission  of  suitable  cases  to  hospital  accommodation.  ^ It  is 
however  considered  that  additional  accomm.odation  for  this  type  of 
patient  will  still  be  necessary  in  the  future. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


Hidwives  ante-natal  clinics  which  were  held  twice  weekly 
at  the  Health  Centre  have  been  discontinued  and  .^re  again  held  at 
the  Mary  Stanley  Nursing  Home.  In  addition  doctors’  ante-natal 
clinics  are  he la  there  on  three  sessions  per  \wek  and  are  staffed 
by  general  practitioners  from  the  town  v/ho  are  interested^  in 
maternity  work.  These  clinics  are  of  considerable  benefit  bo 
patients,  midv/ives  ani  doctors. 


The  usual  clinics  held  at  the  Health  Centre  on  the  firso 
Monday  and  Wednesday  of  the  month  for  taking  blood  samples  from 
expectant  mothers  for  determination  of  Rhesus  Factor,  blood  grov'.pin;:.:, 
etc. , are  continued  as  heretofore. 


Infsmt  R'elfare  Clinics . 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

The  health  Centro, 

Mount  Street. 

The  C o. .imun ity  Centre^ 

Bath  Road  Estate. 

Greenfields , 

Ramp  Estate. 


are  held  as  follows; - 

Tuesday,  2.00  to  A. 30  p.m 
Friday,  2.00  to  A* 00  p.m. 

2nd  and  Ath  Thursday  in 
month,  2,00  to  A- 00  p.rn. 

2nd  and  Ath  Tuesday  in 
month,  2.00  to  A.  00  p.  ;'i. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  .Clinics . 


The  Health  Centre, 
Mount  Street. 

The  Conmranity  Centre, 
Bath  Toad  Estate. 


Friday,  11.00  u.ai. 


2nd  and  Uth  Thursday  in 


month,  2.00  to  4*00  p.xi. 


C-rcenf  iolds , 

Fa. Ip  Estate. 


2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  in 
month,  2.00  to  1.00  p.m. 


Nowadays  ’nost  children  who  ar~.  imiiiunised  against 
diphtheria  are  at  the  same  time  protected  against  whooping  cough 
hy  means  of  a comhin.d  vaccine,  A r._port  issued  hy  the  iSedical 
Research  Council,  v/hich  was  hased  on  c;tatiGtical  evidence, 
shov/ed  that  inoculation  v/ith  comtiincd  prophylactics  u 
diphtheri.-i  or  v;hooping  cough  involved  some  risk  of 
provoking  paralysis  due  to  poliomyelitis,  should  the  child 
suhsoo.uently  come  in  contact  ./ith  the  polio  virus.  The  ris 


d agains'c 


varies  according  to  tin 
prophylactic  used. 


time  of  tho  year  and  the  type  of 


This  report  v/as  consider. v.  and  on  the  advice  of  the 
Liinistry  of  Health  th..  use  of  co’ubincd  vaccines  was  discont inu...d. 
However,  many  parents  were  adamant  i:.-  thuir  demand  for 
i-nmunisatton  oi  their  children  again.st  v/hooping  cough,  and  it 
was  felt  that  the  freouent  inj^. ctions  recuired  ior  separate 
imiounisation  against  whooping  cough  r.'.na  diphthvjria  was  undesiraele 
for  youn^  children  and  might  prejudice  the  most  successful 
cajupai'-T:  a.^a.inst  diphtheria,  ./..t  the  saauo  time  regard  was  had 
to  the  extensive  prograaiime  of  ihimunisation  a ainst  poliomyelitis 
which  v/as  envisag.  d and  a compx''omi3e  was  reached  wlierehy  comhinod 
vaccine  against  diphtheria  and  'whooping  cough  was  used  d'uring 
the  period  October  to  April  inclusive,  and  for  the  remainder  oi  th 
year,  'when  the  risk  oi  contracting  poliomyelitis  was  higher, 
separate  vaccine ‘was  used. 


School  Clinic. 

A school  .'.edical  officer  attends  a sahool  clinic  each 
Monday  morning  frem  10. 0 ...m.  , at  the  Health  Centre,  Mount  Street, 
and  is  available  to  advise  parents  on  any  health  matteis  affectin' 
their  children.  J'lany  parents  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunit 
to  discuss  their  cixildren's  health  with  the  school  doctor,  in 
addition  to  the  intervix^ws  ..'hich  are  part  oi  the  routine  school 
medical  examination. 


School  nurses  attend  minor  ailment  clinics  at  the 
Health  C'.intrc,  fro'..:.  9-00  to  11,00  ,^.m.  on  Monday,  ".'ednesday  and 
Pridagw  I.ixior  ailmo-xit  clinics  ar^j  a.lso  hold  at  Hemp  Junior 
School  on  Tuesday , whursday  and  Friday,  and  Bath  Road  Junior  School 
on  Monday,  -'odnesday  and  Friday  at  S'.  30  a,m.  , This  arrangement  o:. 
holding  nursos’  clinics  in  the  mopo  distaeit  schools  has  mucFi  to 
commend  it  when  adeepuate  facilities  arc  available. 


Other  clinics  held 

include , 

Chest  Clinic 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy  Clinic 
Child  Guidance  Clinic 
Breathing  Exercises  Clinic 
Artificial  Sinlight  Clinic 


t tho  Health  Centro,  Mount  Street 


jMonday,  Tuesday/’  and  Thursday  a.v 
cuid  ./ednesday  all  day. 

Monday  and  Thursday  all  day. 
Tuesday  p.m.  and  F’riday  all  day, 
Tuesday  a.m. 

Jednosday  p.m. 

Tuesday  p.m.  and  Sat'urda^/-  a.m. 
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Friarn  Street  Day  Nursery . 

Thio  nursery j administered  "by  the  County  Council ^ is 
availablu  for  children  aged  6 months  to  5 yec.rs.  A list  of 
priorities  has  hecn  drawn  up  by  the  Council  and  a local  admission 
committee  decides  which  childrun  should  be  admitted.  Admission 
is  grantea  mainly  on  grounds  of  economic  difficult^'-  or 
unsatisfactory  housing  conditions.  Accommodation  is  available 
for  25  childi-cn  .^nd  th^  average  daily  attendance  during  1957 
was  22. 


Ambulance  Service. 

xUi  Amb  '.lance  and  Hospital  Car  Service  is  provided  by 
the  County  Council  through  the  agency  of  Voluntary  Organisations, 
The  local  headquarters  is  at  7 7'est  Streets  Bridgwater. 


Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  with 
local  administration  by  the  Home  Help  Organiser,  with  an  office 
at  the  Health  Centre,  Hount  Street. 

Once  again  the  Home  Helps  have  proved  of  very  con- 
siderable value  and  much  assistance  was  given  to  needy  cases. 
During  the  year  100  cases  received  assistance. 

These  included  the  follov/ing  types  of  case;- 


Maternity 

20 

Old  age  and  infirmity 

86 

Tuberculosis 

4 

Chronic  sick 

29 

Post  operation 

8 

Emergency  illness 

16 

Other  cases 

17 

In  many  cases  assisted,  the  pati^-nt  or  other  members 
of  the  fcunily  would  havu  been  unable  to  remain  at  homo,  were 
it  not  for  the  Home  Kelp  Service, 

In  adaition  to  the  normal  service,  arrangements  have 
now  been  made  for  women  to  sit  up  v/ith  seriously  ill  cases 
where  alternative  arrangements  cannot  be  meide. 

Thu  nuinbcr  of  Home  Helps  at  31.12.57. 

Full  time  li). 

Part  time  33 


12 


, ,t.V.'‘"e  .'  ‘•^  -•.  ^ ' Kv 

' *■  >■  ’ ■ ■ - ' s ,l;V 


* ^.i?'  ^ ‘^sSShic  ^'kM/wun 

mM^0 

• ’'v  * 

„’.  ■'• . '»*■-  . ' ’ •'  ' ' i^J  '' 

«i  ,IioniwJ>  <J<ti/6p!  i'.•'iti^BirLtl^^6BT^,^^^'^tf^  'aJH,5'.  •'  ''•'''  ''**! 

^ ^.'  . 1 # - X.  feu  A . V "ISh  \v  *.  A-  _*  _ “V  r*  ...  #«_ 


r 


JO  xAdoi^Xtlh  'to  cbxijuorqpt  lYo' #i?  tc<n  ^ 

> }tjSiillti'/£i  .♦  'JJoiiVno'  .irtWfi 

- it «U  • ' 


' J 

! ^ 


'V 


■ h ; 

'*•'■■  'iS: 


iKfeia  Ml  i»>i  •i^M  « ml  ■»■  •>-  - *»»****»‘TWm4 U 


■ ■»*  I*,  v • -•*  • "^C  mr-  ^ j ’jm  •»’ ^ jfe-  p ■ T| ir- 'pp™ pp  • ™ 

V "tA  •»*I  tbi^aX jMt? 

' ./  n - ,;■  - ';4Sf  ' ' ■■  : ^ 'iAe  ' 

-i#  .aai;  ^ /.i-aiiL 

- ^ J 


■’:  . /xibr*i;o0  f.’ 

/fR  /{■ti«f-‘v  ^ lAAiljtjgncO  i/3^4-^. 


•m 


...  . '■  . .'  '-  '■■W-^^'  '■  ■^^ 

,;9..^sjab  a>- rtolwn  . <!iad oX!fcv*i't;4iet  i 

'.'MT  ^ :«=  f-n  44 ha^Ak  ft  *.^9%  'sMk.m.P^-  .m**  *<  < ■Mi.  f »!'’  r ■'  Z Aff:4  ‘ ,v  ft  > ji-'f  in  ‘ 4 


^ ■ y x;sr  ^ ^ 


Qv  ' ' ' * *•  •i'’’-  * 

--"  ' ' ■ . ' ' ' 

Ofi  ^ . ' -.^  -v;J ict'X' 1"»8I'. 'mi2  ^ u :' 

"iSp  i’l '•' ^\ -V^^B  • ' (f '“  I 

V . . .*  • ■ ' » •,  « ' 


■min 


V.  . -V 


9i  •joiiii^'xMt/a  • • -jn 


y '.-if^ 


'-i-y  ./'  ^'^  ‘it  - ..' ‘ ‘8. 


36)  i b li  t *^0*^  f<5^•  V^ V 
\*>; 


s .ffl>x4'n*t  '.JO 


Via  • • 


' .V  y 


)*;'.■  ■’v '4'  bJ 


•V ' 
nC 


TX 


' , > ■ . ■>  'tO';* 

■'  ■ . ■ ^ 

H . di^  uo  trtv'XiFw'i 

ilBk*  v>*4  1^  «..  ^ ^ ^P  A A BIPi  41^  ^ ^ .1^  l^Va_  _.4fe^#  . •.rli  . ■J*  '*9  i i 


^ -nf ^ 


^ 4»  % . k pikj  \4r  w^  t ' V*5’^^  " ' I^Uiia  — ,4 

..r.  .?l:  ’ 

..i'l.....  •.....,.  .i-L ._ .-*  ..X-:-*,. ..  Mk'-w  ,.v  ■ ’SK..;, 


y ... 


5^4ier|w^  S(^  -tip  '0.1  njjjiow,  'lii^i  j.4vLPJ  lt$«<f -‘.lip^":. 

w.  m . 


"p 


-■4  : ’^<  ■..  :-i,.y,  ■ f -s  i'Sil 


.y 


' .-J 


• ’KlikVf  4a. . • ' Vy  .,  . -V  ■ 2J  >/ 


4P)» 

.;V.^ . 


■-  ,*'  'C  , 

. ■ ^ n 

.t.i  ..^ 


.;..p;^; 


I ’ 


V ‘ 


' V . '^'iv  1 
.-  '.‘if.  ' 


m 

4.  ,i  . 'in  ■r.#'P 

• J ' ■ _‘ 


/.'•iojgp-'  V- 

fHii 


ii a 3/c a . 19U8  - Section  i\7 . 

A numbep  of  c^;s83  were  assiGtec.  throuc,li  informal 
actioHy  Slid  in  no  case  was  it  necesGary  to  oltain  an  Order  for 
the  comp''’lsory  removal  of  an  old  person  from  his  home.  As  in 
previous  yee.rs  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  finding 
hospital  accomnodation  ai  short  notice  for  old  people. 


'Rorouryh  r.iortuar:~ . 

19  post  mortciT:  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the 
Borou::h  mortuary  during  1957.  fhi  comps.res  with  35  in  the 
previous  year. 


o/ilii.ABY  CIROUi:SfAi^ClS  OF  TiiE  AREA 


Disposal  of  Refuse . 

ReiUvSo  disposal  is  by  Controlled  Tipping  and  use  is 
made  of  the  m.any  clayjmts  surroundin';  tiio  town,  as  tippin;:  sites. 
By  this  means  valua'ole  land  is  reclaimed  and  brought  bach  to 
useful  purpose.  liO'./every  as  these  pits  accuriiulate  water  it  is 
essential  thu.t  adec'uate  pumpin-  be  carried  cut;  so  that  conti-ollv..c!. 
tips  may  be  properly  maintained  and  tipping  into  water  is  avoided. 
Otherwise  it  is  almost  inevitable  that  public  health  nuisance  will 
arise;  particularly  durin  the  Summer  months. 


Disini estation . 

file  disinfestation  centre  is  working  satisfactorily 
and  27  disinfestations  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Bupplies. 

Shortrpe  of  -water,,  mainly  as  a result  oi  loi/  rainfall 
and  inadec^-uatc  storage  facilities;  has  again  been  a feature  of 
the  pc.st  year.  .;.he  public  have  responded  readilj?-  to  the  efforts 
01  the  Council  to  conserve  a'\yailable  s-up-plies;  but  it  is  often 
at  real  inconvenience  and  it  is  a matter  for  satisfaction  that 
thv  Council’s  proposals  foi*  the  Hav/kridge  reservoir  are  proceedin' 
satisfactorily. 

Re  . 'lar  bacteriological  examinations  of  existing  supplies 
ha'\/’o  been  made  of  both  the  raw  v/ater  and  the  water  going  into 
supply. 


Results  -were  as  follows 
Aslix'ord  R jservoir . 

Untreated  -water.  Six  samples  were  examined,  five  of 
which  sho'.'/od  evidence  oi  contamination. 

■Vater  after  treatment.  Fourteen  samples  were  examine  d. 
all  of  which  gave  excellent  results. 

Durloigh  Res ervoir . 

Untreated  'wat^^-  Si::  samples  were  examined;  all  cf  v/hicli 
3}'.o-.-m'd  evi  .ence  of  contamination. 

pfter  treatment.  Thirteen  sai-iples  -vvere  examined, 
all  of  which  gave  excellent  results. 
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Chemical  analysis  of  the  l./o  rnc.in  \/ater  supplies 
shows  little  change  from  previous  yoars.  Detailed  reports  are 
as  follows 


Report  of  Chemical  i^nalysis  of  Sample  of  ’Vater 
Received  on  lUth  January j 1957. 

Labelled:  -i.shiord  Reservoir  - Spax'con  stream,  nnfiltercc". 


(all  results  in 
parts  per  million)  j 

.Remarks 

tiumher  of  Sample 

Physical  Characters 

Reaction 

Total  Solids 

C.14  ! 

Fairly  clear 

Slightly  alkaline 
pH  8.0 

247.0 

The  sample  is  a 
moderately  hard  water 
the  hardness  being 
mainly  bicarbonate 
hardness.  It  co.ntaj.ns 
very  little  organic 
im.purity . 

Alkalinity  (as  Ca  Co^) 

170.0 

• 

Total  Hardness 

180.0 

(a)  Permanent 

40.0 

(h)  Temporary 

140. 0 

Chlorine  ( in  terms  of 
sodium  chloride) 

29.0 

Nitrogen  as  Saline 
and  free  Ammonia 

0.07 

Nitrogen  as  Albuminoid 

0.07 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

eo 

• 

1 — 1 

NitrOt^en  as  Nitrites 

NIL 

Oxygen  absorbed  from. 
Pemanganato  (4  hrs. 
at  80 °r.  ) 

0.  3 

Poisonous  Metals 

Free  Carbon  Dio::ide 

NIL 

\ 

Silica  (Si  C^) 

Sediment 

Very  slight , con- 
sisting of  structure- 
less organic  debris. 
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Report  of  Chemical  Analysis  of  Saraple  of  7/ater' 

Received  on  13th  May,  1937. 

Lahelled;  furl^igh  Resorvoir.  Bridgv/ater  (Factory)  Supply. 
Raw  water. 


(all  results  in 
parts  per  million) 

Remarks 

Nuiiiher  of  Sa.Mple 

Physical  Characters 

Reaction 

Total  Solids 

Alkalinity  (as  Ca  CO^) 

C.93 

1 

Clear 

Slightly  alkaline 
pH  8 . 5 

286. 0 

170.0 

The  sample  is  a 
moderately  hard  water 
the  har'dness  beiri;j 
mainly  bicarbonate 
hardness.  It  contain 
a little  organic 
impurity  v/hich  is 
mainly  of  vegetable 
origin. 

Total  Hardness 

175.0 

(a)  Permanent 

35.0 

(h)  Temporary 

140.0 

Chlorine,  ( in  terms  of 
sodium  chloride) 

20,0 

i itrogen  as  Saline 
and  free  imxionia 

0.026 

1'. itrogen  as  Alhuninoid 

0.25 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Slight  trace 

Nitrogc-n  as  Nitrites 

NIL 

Oxygen  absorbed  from 
p!3rnmq:;ganate  (4  hrs, 
at  GO"P. ) 

4.2 

Poisonous  Metals 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

Nil. 

Silica  (Si  O2) 

Sediment 

Very  Gmf.'ll 

15 
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Sv/  iiTLTi  i nfiBa  t h a . 


Lurins  tho  year  the  Council  have  continued  to  preca 
the  ■ iniatry  of  housing  and.  Local  Governrrient  for  .'erinission  to 
proceed,  with  their  scheme  for  the  provision  of  new  swim/ning 
haths.  and  as  already  indicat^dj  although  this  report  covers 
the  period  up  to  the  end  of  last  year,  it  is  perhaps  appropriate 
to  state  that  at  the  time  of  preparing  this  report  the  Council 
have  received  an  indication  th.:it  they  may  go  ahead  with  their 
plans  for  the  Svifimming  'baths. 

ihese  'ba'chs  v;ill  'be  provided  with  modern  treatment 
plant,  \.'hich  will  ensure  an  adequately  treated  water  and  safe 
hathing.  ''.uite  apart  from  the  undoubted  benefit  to  the  health 
and  development  of  young  children  which  is  derived  from  swimiTiing 
the  provision  of  these  baths  will  help  to  attract  children  av/ay 
from  the  dangerous  alternative  swinming  facilities  which  are 
availr^ble  in  this  area,  i.c.,  a muddy,  se\/age  polluted  river  wit 
a Qcingerous  current,  and  deep,  rat  infested  clay  pits. 


Sewage  Disposal . 

It  has  for  some  considerable  time  been  known  that  the 
old  main  sewer  in  Eastever  has  been  in  a poor  state  structurally 
Sudden  collapse  oi  this  sewer  hc.s  in  fact  again  focussed 
attention  on  this  matter,  and  after  investigation  the  Council 
have  agreed  to  proceed  with  a mao or  scheme  for  the  complete 
renev/al  of  the  sewer. 


Hous  in,*^ . 


Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  Borough 

Nu^nber  of  permanent  dwellings  owned  by  Local 

Authority 


Lumber  of 
formal 


houses  demolished  as  a result  of 
or  informal  action 


7,232 

2,810 


39 
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1 Houses  c 
' during 
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rected 

year 

iiousGS  in  course 
of  erection 
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1 For 
! Clui,* 
Clear- 
; ance 
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I For 
other- 
pur- 
poses 

For 

Slum 

Clear- 

ance 

For 

other 

pur- 

poses 

1 Local 

1 Authority 
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1 ■ 

86 

59 

101 

, Private 
Enterprise 

1 
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75 
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In  the 
1957,  a total  of 
made  up  of  1,66? 
enterprise. 


period  from  1st  April  19^-j5  to  31st  Decemher 
1?993  houses  have  "been  huilt.  These  were 
hy  the  Local  Authority  and  320  hy  private 


In  addition  to  action  taken  in  respect  of  Slum 
Clearance y steps  have  also  keen  taken  to  render  fit  houses 
\yhich  can  be  made  fit  at  reasonable  cost.  This  is  a most 
important  measure  in  maintainin^j  a reasonable  standard  of 
housing  and  in  delaying  houses  from  getting  into  such  a state 
that  representation  under  Section  1 > of  the  liousin;^  Act,  1937 


is  necessary.  76  such  houses  were  made  fit  durin 


^he  year. 


Advantage 

made  under  the  Hou 
small  scale.  26 
received. 


has  also  been  taken  of  Improvement  '"'rants 
sing  Act,  1949  - 54,  but  it  has  been  on  a 
applications  in  respect  of  30  dwellings  v/ere 


under 

rACTORIES  ACTS,  IQ'^T  and  IQ/iS 

The  following  particulars  indicate  the  action  taken 

Part  I of  the  I'actories  Act,  1937. 

I 

! 

Number  ! 

I 

Number  of 

1 

1 

Premises 

on 

Inspec- 

! Written 

Occupiers 

1 

i Register 

1 

t 

tions 

Notices 

! Prosecuted 

1 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 

1 

i i 

U ....  ^ j 

1 1 

1 

Sections  1,2,354  & 5 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

39 

4 

! 

1 

!(n) 

Local  Authority 

Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by 

1 

j i 

97  i 

i 

i 1 

117 

1 

5 

' 

, 

i 

( iii) 

the  Local  Authority 

Other  premises  in  v/hich 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Section  7 is  enforced 

1 • 

1 

; 

i 

by  trhe  Local  Authority 

4 i 

7 1 

( excluding  out- workers ' 

1 

premises) . 

1 

i 

i 

j 

i 

i 

TOTAL 

140  ' 

i 

128  j 

■■  1 

3 

1 

1 

. . » 
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STAFF  EXA  lEATIONS 


Medical  examinations  carried  out  "by  the  Department 
in  connection  v/ith  nev;  appointments  to  the  Council’s  staff, 
and  in  connection  with  the  Superannuation  Scheme  and  the 
Workmen’s  Sickness  Benefit  .Retaliations y were  as  follov/s-- 


Department 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Town  Clerk 

6 

7 

13 

Borough  Engineer 

19 

1 

20 

Borough  Architect 

11 

- 

11 

Borougii  Treasurer 

6 

2 

8 

Housing  Manager 

2 

3 

3 

Public  Health 

- 

~ 

- 

kk 

13 

57 

16 
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During?,  the  previous  year  101  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  were  notified 


I 


Acute  Foliomyelitis  ( Infantile  Paraly 3 i s ) . 

Only  one  case  was  notified.  (Iurin._  the  year. 

Iirnnunisation  of  children  of  certain  ace  groups  was 
continued  on  a snail  scale  during  the  year  and  33  children 
received  the  full  course  of  two  in;jections.  Follow  up  of 
children  i-'nraunised  in  these  age  cioups,.  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council j confiriiiea  that  the  iniections  conferred  a significant 
degree  of  iiir  iUnity  ^ and  at  the  end  of  the  year  arran^.enents  were 
being  made  for  the  widespread  hainunisat ion  of  the  child 
popul-tion  from  sin  months  to  fifteen  years  of  Eige  ^ and  of 
certain  groups  of  ..dults  who  are  exposed  to  particular  rislc  of 
contracting  poliomyelitis.  Intonsivc  research  is  proceeding 
into  the  degree  of  i*"  v.unity  conferred  by  t\¥o  inj  ections  and 
indications  are  that  a third  reinlorcing  dose  after  an  interval 
01  several  moiiths  nay  be  necess:„ry  to  produce  a lasting  effect. 


Measles . 

1937  was  a ’'’measles  year'' y a total  of  533  cases  being 
notified,  as  compared  with  2 in  the  previous  year.  Most  of 
these  cases  wero  mild  and  modern  treatment  of  the  complications 
v/ith  antibiotics  and  sulpha  drugs  has  gone  far  to  prevent  the 
serious  sequelae  which  at  one  time  made  measles  one  of  the  most 
serious  diseases  of  childhood.  r'ollo'w  up  ol  notified  cases  oy 
Hec'.lth  ’'/isitors  has  done  much  to  ensure  that  further  advice  or 
treatment  v/as  obtained  for  cases  which  had  dev'eloped  synptoms 
after  apparently  recovering  from  tho  acute  illness,  and  so 
reduced  the  risk  of  the  child  developing  troublesome  chest 
s^miptoms  at  a later  date. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Only  5 cases  v/erc  notified,  of  which  2 were  admitted 
to  hospital.  Practically  all  the  cases  were  mild  and  of  short 
duration. 


Tubarc'.losis. 

The  number  of  ncv.  cases  ox  tuberculosis  notified  in 
195’'  v/as  2k  respiratory  and  1 non-respiratory , as  compared 
v/ith  10  respirator.y  ojid  3 non- respiratory  cases  in  1953. 

Respiratory  N on- r e sp i r a t o r y 

Number  of  cases  on  the 

Tuberculosis  Register  183  13 

at  31.1,c.57 

Number  of  nev/  cases  during 

the  year  24  1 

Number  of  deaths  during 

the  year  2 

The  very  lov/  incidence  of  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis 
was  maintained  and  reflects  the  efficacy  of  modern  treatment. 
The  rise  in  not  if  ic.-^ti  ons  of  ncv,  cases  must  serve  as  a reminder 
however  that  tubv^rculos is  remains  veig'  much  of  a public  health 
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problem  and  that  conaiuerablc  effort  is  still  reQ.uired  before 
it  ij  overcome.  All  known  cases  are  thoroughly  investi^^ated 
and  all  known  close  contacts  are  invited  to  attend  the  Chest 
Clinic  for  investigation.  The  following  table  shows  the  sex 
and  age  groups  of  cases  notified  during  the  year;- 


‘5/  ''15/  125/ 

Under  5 '^14  . ^24  ^44  | 

■'  ! 1 

45/  . 1 65  o(  1 Age 

^64  i over  1 un?n'iOV/n 

Age:-  1 

, Total’ 

i 

Male 

' 1 

i t 

i 2 8 j 2 1 

' ! i 

i 

1 14 

Female 

4 i 5 

! 1 . 1 

1 

: 11 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. 


In  order  to  raise  the  irnraunity  to  tuberculosis  of 
school  leavers,  vaccination  with  E.C."’-.  vaccine  was  offered  to 
all  children  between  the  ages  of  13  and  lU  years,  attending 
school  in  the  Mid-Somerset  Divisional  Area.  268  accepted  the 
offer  and  received  preliminary  s.’_in  test,  the  ”Eeaf  Test”  y to 
determine  whetiiOr  they  had  in  fact  already  experienced  some 
infection  v>^ith  tiw.’ercle  bacillus.  221  of  these  gave  a negative 
test  and  were  vaccinated  with  the  D.C.G-.  vaccine.  The  47  v/hc 
gave  a positive  test  did  not  receive  the  vaccination,  but  they 
and  their  home  contacts  were  offered  the  opportunity  of 
investi  ation  at  the  Chest  Clinic.  The  following  tables  are 
a statistical  report  on  these  investigations. 


positive  Tuberculin  Reactions. 


Nuraber  referred 
to  clinic 


Already  under  ] Number  for 
Ron  at tenders  i observation  1 evaluation 


U7 

2 

t J 

39 

I 2’ormal  X-ray 

Number  for  j 

md  clinical 

Iiealed  primary 

Under  fur the- 

evalus'tion  ! 

1 indings 

I'OCUS 

observation 

1 

39  1 

33 

D 

3 

Contacts. 

kormal  X-ray 

1 

and  clinical 

Healed  primary  i Pleurcil 

Parents  X-rayed 

findings 

focus 

thickening: 

41' 

1 

i 

i 

1 

5 

2 

Siblin; s over 

Normal  X-ray  and 

Healed  primary 

years  X-rayed 

clinical  findings 

focus 

5 

5 

- 

Siblin vs  under 

15  years  X-rayed 

22 
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Thus  it  v/ill  he  seen  that  in  addition  to  increasing 
the  natural  imiaunity  to  tuberculosis  of  211  school  leavers p 
this  preventive  raeasure  brou^^ht  to  lifht  o cases  of  healed 
primary  tuber culosis j 2 cases  of  pleural  thicheninj,  and  3 cases 
which  required  further  investigation.  All  these  cases  will  be 
kept  under  observation  by  the  Chest  Physician  until  he  is 
satisfied  that  their  further  attendance  at  the  Chest  Clinic  is 
unnecessary. 


Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  v/ere  notified  during  the 
year.  The  Public  ilealth  Inspectors  continue  to  press  for  the 
full  implementation  of  the  Food  Hygiene  fegiilations p and  on  the 
whole  the  response  from  food  handlers  has  been  extremely  good. 


Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  v/ere  notified.  During  the  year 
214  children  undvjr  the  agt.  of  3 years  and  170  children  between 
the  ages  of  5-15  .years were  immunised  against  dipihtheria, 
giving  a total  of  384. 


Vaccination 


against  Smallpox 


The  nir^abcr  of  primary  vaccinations  against  smallpox 
has  shov/n  a slight  rise  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

A high  proportion  of  all. vaccinations  are  carried  out  because 
of  the  requir ..ments  of  other  countries  in  respect  of  immigrants. 

Persons  vaccinated  ( or  re-vaccinat^d)  in  1957 - 


• Under  1 
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! 1 
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P = Primary  vaccination 
R = Re-vaccination 
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MNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


INSPECTOR  FOR  1957 


To:  - 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Bridgwater. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1957 


Complaints 

During  the  year  110  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with 
under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  and  in  addition  there 
were  22t|.  complaints  of  rat  or  mouse  infestation.  The  Public 
Health  figures  show  a large  decrease  vi/hilst  those  for  Rat  and 
Mouse  infestation  show  a slight  increase  on  1956. 

110  Preliminary  Notices  were  served  and  6 Statutory  Notices, 
In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings. 

Housing. 

155  houses  were  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  having  defects 
remedied  whilst  18  houses  were  systematically  inspected  under 
the  Housing  Regulations.  A Demolition  Order  was  made  in  the  case 
of  one  house.  Purther  properties  in  the  West  Street  Redevelopmen 
Area  were  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  demolition. 

During  the  year  39  houses  were  demolished  as  the  result  of 
formal  or  informal  action. 

The  inspection  of  accommodation  occupied  by  applicants  on 
the  Housing  Waiting  List  still  entails  a considerable  amount  of 

■work. 


The  schedule  at  the  end  of  the  report  gives  the  amount  of 
repair  work  carried  out  under  notice  to  existing  houses. 

The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  verminous  was  4?  a further 
decrease  on  the  figure  for  1956. 

13  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated  during  the  year  and  7 
new  cases  were  found  on  inspection.  The  number  of  cases  known 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  22.  The  majority  of  these  cases  are 
in  non-parlour  type  Council  houses  whose  permitted  number  is  lov/ 
and  where  the  degree  of  overcrowding  is  very  slight. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

The  coming  into  force  of  the  Rent  Act  did  not  create  the 
amount  of  work  that  had  been  anticipated.  In  the  six  months  the 
Act  was  in  operation  34  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
v/ere  received.  Tv/elve  Certificates  were  issued  and  in  the 
remaining  cases  Undertalcings  were  given  by  landlords  to  carry 
out  the  repairs. 
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Infectious  Diseases 


Enciuiries  are  made  in  cases  of  notifiable  disease  and 
disinfection  is  carried  out  free  of  cost.  In  other  cases  a 
charge  is  made.  The  new  disinfecting  plant  at  Market  Street 
is  functioning  satisfactorily. 

Food 

The  inspection  of  food  and  the  premises  in  vi^hich  it  is 
prepared  for  sale  or  sold  is  one  of  the  most  important  duties 
of  the  Department.  The  coming  into  force  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  has  increased  this  work  and  a great  deal  of  time  has 
been  spent  in  inspecting  premises,  advising  shopkeepers  on 
improvements  required,  serving  notices  and  supervising  the 
alterations. 

(i)  The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough  is  260,  made  up 


as  follows: - 

Grocers  (including  wholesalers)  80 

Confectioners  (including  wholesalers)  35 

Licensed  Premises  54 

Greengrocers  (including  v;holesalers ) l6 

Fishmongers  4 

Fried  Fish  Shops  7 

Restaurants,  Hotels,  Canteens,  Inns  & 

Kiosks  36 

Cooked  Meats  etc.  4 

Butchers  24 


(ii)  The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  I6 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  is  I05. 

Ice-Cream  Premises  77 

Potted,  Pressed,  Pickled  and  Preserved 

Poods  28 

The  number  of  firms  retailing  milk  in  the  Borough  is  17. 

All  the  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  is  either  Pasteurised, 
Sterilised  or  Tuberculin  Tested. 

The  number  of  samples  of  graded  milk  examined  during  the 
year  was  35  v/ith  the  following  results. 


Grade 

Satisfactory 

Not  Satisfactory 

Total 

Pasteurised 

15 

- 

15 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

13 

- 

13 

T.T. 

5 

2 

7 

33 

2 

35 

(iii)  The  number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  is 
given  in  the  Summary  at  the  end  of  the  report. 

- 24  - 


.'ll' 


■)o 

1 ’p'yxf 


ii-  i • 

' ■.  1 ■'.  . ^ 

•'  .■•  V-- 


.'I'f 


■ ' ' V . 

. J.  > • 

! 1 j'  ■: 

• _ r > 1 .'■, 

. .■.'■•  'J 

i<  iJ  V r . . 


■'.V, ’<?.%■; 

M 


• •.-■/.oJ  •-•«•.,  ! • I 

I •.  :. 


fJu-V 

f *10  ■?' 

I •:  r r*30cf  ''S 

- riifSXjA 


i : ,.ii 


it'i  fcM*:  ? 


,r. 


z lI  jri.’  '.  .0  'k;!!®./ 

oT'X.'^-f  vilw 


; ■(.  J .O'  •1 ( jp5/1  i;  I k ' 't  T (,  ':,  ’■'  *''  i 

-•'  iriJi'  .".'.lOT  > '*.1 


(iv)  In  connection  v/ith  the  visits  to  food  premises  the 
following  foods  v^ere  condemned. 


Mutton  d Pork 
Beef 
Bacon 
v.’et  Pish 
Canned  Fish 
Canned  Meat 
Canned  Fruit 
Canned  Vegetables 
Canned  Soup 
Canned  Milk 
Jam 

Pickles  and  Sauces 
Dried  Fruits 
Poultry 
Other  Foods 


18  lbs. 

1 cwt,  108  lbs. 

58  lbs. 

2 cwt.  22  lbs. 

157  Tins 
629  Tins 
1^056  Tins 
645  Tins 
39  Tins 
249  Tins 

70  Tins  and  Jars 
4 Jars 
6^  lbs, 

1 Chicken  and  5 G-eese 

2 cv/t.  48  lbs. 


The  food  condemned  was  disposed  of  at  the  Corporation 
Refuse  Tip. 

(v)  No  special  exf3a?nnation  of  a stock  or  consignment  of  food 
has  been  necessary. 

(vi)  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations,  1947  - 1952. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  or 
sale  of  ice-cream  is  as  follows; - 


Registered  for  manufacture  and  sale  0 
Registered  for  sale  77 

No  ice-cream  is  now  manufactured  in  the  Borough  and 
practically  the  whole  of  the  ice-cream,  retailed  is  wrapped, 

84  samples  of  ice-cream  y;ere  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year  and  these  were  graded  as  follows: - 

Grade  1 66 

Grade  2 18 

Grade  3 
Grade  4 

These  results  are  an  improvement  on  those  obtained  last 

year. 

(vii)  Food  Hygiene  Rep-ulationsg  1955 


Further  work  has  been  carried  out  under  the  above  Regulations 
and  mors  promises  now  comply  with  the  standard  of  hygiene 
prescribed.  Attention  is  now  being  given  to  the  smaller  type 
of  shop.  The  table  in  the  Summary  at  the  end  of  the  report  gives 
details  of  the  work  accomplished  during  the  year. 

Meat  Inspection 

During  the  year  slaughtering  was  carried  out  at  6 private 
slaughterhouses.  This  necessitated  1,179  visits  to  maintain 
a 100%  standard  of  inspection. 
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Carcases  Inspected 


1 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & Lambs 

Pigs 

i 

Horses  j 

Numter  Killed 

602 

45 

90 

2,305 

884 

i 

^ 1 

t 

i 

i 

1 

I Number  Examined  * 

i 

602 

! 45 
! 

i 90 

i 

1 

2,305 

834 
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1 

^ i 

!■  — I.  ■■  ■ 1,., 

26 


- *11  •-‘■“iM-  ' ^ . 

^ I 
f 


t 


» 

} 


' ( 


I 


^mJ  j. 


c 


I 

f 

-■^-^r*‘**'Sfr--rT  ^ - I ‘l|■l■•|  k 


/■ 


..  * 


f 


-W4«» 


Jj 


( 

♦ 


V 0<) 


t 

t 

) 


— ^ 

i 

/'v  I 


'iS'rfmL'i 


4k< 


r.t.  r/V:  T^'ScuJflp 


Carcases  Condemned 


Table  1 


I i 

1 1 Cattle 

i 

1 

C ows 

Calves 

( 

1 Sheep  ^ 

1 Lambs  Pigs 

I 

i 

1 

Horses  i 
» 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  - Whole 
Carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

i 

1 

t 

^ 3 

i 

1 

1 

1 

■ ! 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

18 

5 

1 

I 

1 30 

1 

17 

i 

i 

i 

% of  the  nuraber 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

2.99 

11.11 

1.11 

1 

i 

} 

i 

1 1.30 

1.92 

Tuberculosis  only  - 
’■.'hole  Carcases 
condemned 

- 

1 

- 

j_=. 

i 

i 

1 - 

! 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

5 

3 

- 

- 

5 

~ 

% of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

0.83 

13.33 

0 

i 

* 1 

0 1 



0.57 

Cysticercosis 

i 

i 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

i 

i 

■ Carcases  submitted 
j to  treatment  by 

1 refrigeration 

- 

! 

: 

- 

- 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

_ 

- 

“ 

I 

Weight  of  meat 
condemned  (in  lbs.)  for 
(a)  Tuberculosis 
Cysticercosis 
(c)  Other 

. 

. 

323 

•• 

137.5 

. 

728,5 

47 

_ 

i 

1 

147.5  , 

91.5 

I ! 

1 

Total  (in  lbs.  ) 
condemnea  ^ 

462.5, 

775.5 

3 

1 

< 

147.5  ! 

138.5 

- 1 

27 


1 


C ar cases  Condemned 


Table  2 


Beef 

Pork 

Mutton 

Veal 

Thole  Carcases 

1 

- 

3 

j 

Pore  or  Hind  Quarters 

2 

- 

- 

! 

Heads 

1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Joints 

1 

5 

1 

1 

Internal  Organs 

38 

19 

29 

1 1 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  - 13  cwt.  71  lbs. 


Svtrimming  Baths 


The  supervision  of  the  condition  of  the  water  in  the  Public 
Swimming  Bath  has  been  carried  out  and  42  visits  were  made  for 
this  purpose.  At  these  visits  tests  for  residual  chlorine  are 
carried  out  and  a standard  of  0.5  p.p.rn.  of  free  chlorine 
maintained.  Unfortunately,  ov/ing  to  the  water  shortage,  the 
bath  had  to  be  closed  before  the  end  of  the  Season. 
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Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 


Two  fully  trained  Rodent  Operators  are  employed  to 
carry  out  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice.  The  sewers  v/ere 
treated  half  yearly  and  the  refuse  tip  on  U occasions.  The 
following  table  sets  out  details  of  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  ending  31st  March y 1958. 


I 

Business 

T 

Local 

Dwelling! 

Agricul- 

and 

Total 

Authority 

Houses 

tural 

Industrial 

Premises 

1.  Number  of  properties 

inspected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  1957-8 
as  a result  of:- 

(a)  10 

150 

- 

40 

200 

I 

(a)  Notification,  (b) 
Survey  or  o the  revise 

(b)  2i+ 

4,989 

20 

321 

5,354  j 
1 

2.  Total  inspections 

carried  out  including 
re-inspection 

85 

6,294 

33 

373 

6,752 

3.  Number  of  properties 

Major 

inspected  (see  Section 

2 

3 

- 

10 

15 

l)  which  v/ere  found  to 

Minor 

be  infested  with  rats 

15 

149 

10 

9 

183 

4.  Number  of  properties 

Ma  j or 

4 

inspected  (see  Section 

- 

1 

- 

5 

1)  v/hich  were  found  to 

Minor 

be  infested  with  mice 

2 

31 

— 

8 

41 

5.  Number  of  properties 

treated  by  Local 
Authority  (see 

19 

184 

31 

234 

1 

Sections  3 <and  4) 

! 

i 

i 

! 

Staff 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  Staff  during  the  year. 
All  the  members  of  the  Staff  carried  out  their  duties 
sati sfactorily. 

Summary 

Inspections  made  during  the  year 


G-eneral  Sanitation 


Water  Supply 

43 

Drainage 

204 

Stable  and  Piggeries 

3 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 

2 

Factories 

128 

Rats  and  Mice 

129 

Shops 

203 

Caravan  Sites 

16 

Swimming  Baths 

42 

Public  Conveniences 

437 

Smoke  Observations 

12 

Heating  Appliances 

8 

Pet  Shops 

5 

1 
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housiriR 


Houses  inspected  under  Public  Piealtli  Acts  Ipp 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  539 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts  18 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  83 

Houses  inspected  during  Housing  Survey  1,148 

Houses  inspected  in  connection  with  overcrovi^ding  11 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  55 

Verminous  premises  inspected  5 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  premises  14 

Miscellaneous  870 

Infectious  Diseases 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  4 

Visits  re  disinfection  11 

Miscellaneous 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections 

Visits  to  Plaughterhouses  1,016 

Visits  to  Shops  and  Stalls  I63 

Visits  to  xSutchers  183 

Visits  to  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  30 

Visits  to  Grocers  184 

Visits  to  G-r^eiigrocers  and  Fruiterers  8 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  13 

Visits  to  Fried  Fish  Shops  ( 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milkshops  17 

Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Premises  141 

Visits  to  Restaurants  and  Catering  Establishments  23 

Visits  to  Pood  Preparing  Premises  I6 

Visits  to  Market  Stalls  129 

Visits  for  Samples  of  Milk  (Bacteriological)  35 

Miscellaneous  42 

Explosives 

Visits  in  connection  v/ith  explosives  73 

Visits  in  connection  with  Petroleum  Spirit  43 


xYork  Done 

Public  Health  and  Housing 

Complaints  investigated  110 

Rat  complaints  investigated  224 

Choked  drains  and  sewers  cleared  28 

Drains  re laid  3 

Drains  or  sewers  repaired  6 

Inspection  chambers  provided  6 

Defective  ceilings  repaired  29 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  7 

Defective  doors  repaired  10 

Defective  eavesgutters  and  dovmpipes  repaired  14 

Defective  firegrates  and  ranges  repaired  10 

Defective  floors  repaired  11 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renev/ed  6 

Defective  handrails  repaired  or  rene\¥ed  2 

Defective  lavatory  basins  repaired  or  renev/ed  2 

Defective  wall  plastering  repaired  29 

Defective  roofs  repaired  29 
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Defective  scullery  troughs  repaired  or  renewed 

Defective  scullery  wastepjpes  repaired 

Defective  staircases  repaired 

Defective  v/alls  repaired 

Defective  r-aGhir.g  coppers  repaired 

Defective  water  closets  ropaired 

Defective  v;indows  repaired 

Defective  yard  paving 

Dampness  remedied 

Doors  provided 

Scullery  troughs  provided 

P'ood  stores  provided 

Additional  vent_lation  provided 

7ater  closets  provided 

Sashcords  renewed 

Overcrowding  abated 

Smoke  nuisances  abated 

Verminous  premises  cleansed 

Premises  disinfested  from  rats  or  mice 

Premises  cleansed 

Ceilings  cleansed 

Walls  cletmsed 

Other  nuisances  abated 

Provision  of  artificial  lighting 

Water  supply  trdeen  indoors 

Accumulations  removed 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations^  1955 

Protection  against  contamination  provided 
'.Yashing  - Food  and  Squipment 
Sinks  provided 
Cold  water  supply  provided 
Hot  wator  supply  provided 
Clean  cloths  provided 
Washing:  - Hands 
Washbasins  provided 
Cold  water  supply  provided 
Hot  water  supply  provided 
Towels  provided 
Nailbrushes  provided 
V.C.  Compartments 
.artificial  lighting  provided 
V.jntilation  provided 
Notice  to  ¥/ash  hands  provided 
Decorated 
Food  Rooms 
'Vails  repaired 
■Jails  cleansed 
Floors  repaired 
Floors  cleansed 
Ceiling  repaired 
Ceiling  cleansed 
Ton^.s  etc.  provided 
Use  of  detergents  commenced 
First  Aid  Kit  provided 
Name  and  Address  displayed  on  stalls 
Impervious  surfaces  provided 
Provision  of  protective  clothing 


3 

I . 

4 
6 
2 

13 

27 

10 

2 

1 

1 

1 


13 

2 

4 

234 

1 

6 

3 

11^- 

1 

1 

1 


12 


3 

3 

2 

2 


7 
6 
6 

8 
8 

6 

1 

16 

1 


2 

5 

3 

1 

2 


3 

2 

n 

O 

7 
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Shops  cts 


Poms  provided  97 

Factories  Acts 

Water  closets  repaired 
Artificial  lighting  provided  to  '.'V.C.’s 


I ani,  Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.K.  LKclN, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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